he new season's fixture
list started well for us
mssars - hands up who

wasn't Arsenal? | was
not happy to see both lpswich
and Morwich relegated |ast
season, as both grounds (apart
from being nice stadia with a
fairly iard back atmaosphare) are
within easy reach of where |
llve, and just as important, they
are easy to get away from, with
the minimum of traffic conges-
tlan, | considered Palaces’ rele-
fation to be a bit of 8 bonus,

because Selhurst
Park |s not best
placed for ap:
proach by car so
just ane visit (for
the Wimbledon
game) will be
enough for me,

Readers of the
Bora players write
up In the Arsenal
programme will not
doubt be as stunned as | was
at the remarkable similarity
netwean Alan Moore and Jan
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e statistics for Bora's rele-
potion season of 192728
are worth a nod of respect,

especially when compared (o our
relegation season of 1981-82:
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Both teams finished 22nd,

I wonder If any other teams
have been relegated from any
[eague after scoring 81 or morea
goals? Answers {o mss please.

Incredibly, George Camsall
scored 37 [eagus goals that
season - so who was the top
scorer In the First Division that
yeart? Camsell cannot have been
far off, surely. It was a staggering
achievement really, when you con-
sider that we only won eleven
pames all season; He scored four
each against Everton and Bury,
By way of contrast, in Bora's first
division relegation year of 1981-
82, we played the same amount
of games as in 1927-28, but won
only elght, The top scorers that
season ware Heing Otto, Billy
Asheroft and Bobby Thomson
with.....Well, er, five each actually.

It is truly sad that great foot-
ballers such as Camsell were
borm 1eo aarly - how much would
he be worth in todays world foot-
ball market? It's likely that if
George had been told back intha
Twanties that playvers such as he
would be millionaires In the
1990's he would have laughed
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into his pint. Mind yvou, if you
would have told me ten years ago
that Boro' would be First Division
Champlons [n 1995, (ten years
A0 was pre-premier league, re-
member) I'd have thought you
meant the Conference. Oh, and
by the way | would have agreed
with you.
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Fjortoft, and Robbie Mustos
and John Hendrie, Are they by
any chance related? | think we
should be told.

| was just slightly miffed by Harry Pearson's excellent piece about

programme adverts in the last mss, because | had half prepared a

short article on the same subject for this edition, My favourite Boro®

programme advartisment was for Bannys Hair Stylist from 1964-65,

The slogan used still makes me gulfaw like 8 schoolboy - it proba-

by wouldn't get past the Advertising Standards Authority these days
“I Neeed Your Head For My Business,
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A Bridge Too Far

'm looking forward to revisiting

Spurs and QPR bat | Don't Wamt

Te Go Te Chelsea although |
must, if only to erase the dreadful
mamory of my last visit.

I'm not talking about the un-
speakable scenes that followed
pur defeat of them in the ploay-offs,
I'm talking about the 4-0 defaat we
suffered there a couple of yoars
ago that virtually consigned Boro'
to the Endslelgh League.

Chelsea had thelr own problems
at the time, which shows how bad
Boro® were 10 lost by such a
margin; | cannot remembear being
50 depressed both durng and afte
any ather match before or since.
The sign that heads were down
was evident nol only on the piteh
but also on the 200 or 50 sad and
dejected faces around me on that
miserable and cald afternoon,

The emvironment is no particu-
lar hobby horsa of ming, but 'm ol

for ridding the warld of CFC"s,

As we passed into 8 new era at
the Chelsea game | Telt very emo-
tional as | walked up the steps and
saw our new stadiom for the first
time, but | also felt sad as |
thought of an empty and decaying
Ayresomae, | don't suppase |'ll aver
Wrvow riow what “Dial A Duck' really
merant.

| got o reasonable laugh at the
Chelsea pame, When barmby was
writhing an the ground after taking
a knock the stadium hushed whon

four gadgies ran onto the pitch
with a stretcher. "Looks |lke
Robba's coming on,” said |,

Speaking of match fitness, the
daily mail demonstrated how i is
at the very hub of the fast moving
cut and thrust premier league
whan it printed it's fantasy league
playars, Mushroomed belween
Jamle and Robbig is Andy Peakor!
And here's the funny bit, they
valued him st £0.57 million! And
1o think we let the police have him
an a free.
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If in need...

J ust in case the
season doesn't
continue as it has
started, mssars might
find that the following
cut out and keep guide
10 eXCUSES MEy come
in handy when faced
with awkward ques-
tians from workimates,
families or geordies.

General use;

“We're really missing
Lwa™

“Hendrie's carrying an
injury”

“We're really missing
Ayresome”

“it's all down o
Robson - he keeps
eOming on as substi.
tute in a wheelchair.”

It the season lurns
gl thee following ex-
cuses may be useflul:
DECEMBER
“You can't lame
Jarmie, Manchester
Uniteds® offer was (oo
geod for him to
refuse,”

“We were slightly under
strength for the Villa
rmaltch because Robson
wants to ensure that
all the key men are
avalfable for the FA Cup
Ardd round game next
WwaeK "

JANUARY

“Well that's what the
Cup's all aboul - ad
leta face i, Spenny
mod gre strong up
front this year; their
fourth one was a
belter”

"At least we can con-
centrale on the league
ngw”

“Hendrie's carrying an
iy ™

FEBRUARY

"°s too cold”

"We were uniucky o
have fo play S0 marny
in-form teams in sue-
cession - the last four
games have been
againgt Chelsea,
Southampton, Arsenal
and Spennymaoor”
MARCH

“Robsons' spending
toa much time with his
Engiland fob”

“Nige! Pearson Is back
next week from the
infury he pleked up in
August - that should
Hghten it ug a bit®
APRIL

“It was obvious ar the
e of fast season that
Flortoft just wasn 't
Eolng to fit in”®

“We shouwld have
bought Nige! Clough
and given Hendrie a
deepar attacking mid-
flatd role o support
Fiortoft; at least it
would have reduced
the infuries he's plok-
ing up”

MaAY

“Its too hot”

“Well, it was good fo
see how the Premier
League staditims have
changed since we were
here last, but | quite
Ttk the Endsiteigh, me
itke, we sometimes out
numbey the home sup
porters wiwen we're
playing away, the
crowds aren’t big so
you can get away from
the grovnd dead quick,
like, and it's & hostile
atmosphere at Premier
matches, it's much
friendiier in the End-
slaigh, and Hendne was
careying an infury...”
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