David Sullivan's Sunday

Sport printed the famous
spoof headline “NUMBER 9
BUS FOUND ON THE MOON" a
few yoars ago in preferoence to
the equally ridiculous “*EURO
BORO MOVE TO BRAND NEW
ALL-SEATER STADIUM - TOP
BRAZILIAN SIGNING IMMI-
NENT" This was scrapped be-
cause the story about the bus
was ot least vaguely possiblo.

The only part of the ‘Boro
headling that was considerad 1o
carry any credibility was the im-
plication of Evropean football,
but this was mostly on the
strength of possible qualification
for the Angle ltalian Cup, which
rather muted the effect. And the
last time that a Brazilian came
to Middlesbrough was as a crew
member of a visiting ship when
the docks were opaen.

It's interesting that Juninho
was welcomed to Teesside by a
salsa band, Where wera they
dragged up from?

I can picture, about ten years
ago, someona shullling wearly
out of Ayresome Park after yet

It'i a little known fact that

“If only...”

“i only..."” These were the
first words we had to learn
from the time that we
became Boro fans. Theso
words and our despalring
natural cyniciam to protect
us from the disasters
experienced when hopes
werea ralsed In the past
should be packed away in
the loft along with our
Commodore 64's and our
digital watches. Thesa days
are gone. The only time this
yaar that | will consider
gently mouthing those
words s if Boro just miss
out on qualifying for Europo.
Now that's the sort of
dissapointment | can relish,

another deprossing home defeat
to the likes of Huddaersfield or
Carlisle. Instaad of going home
to his family's bosom, he Tfound
himself in an ever darker mood
being drawn to the top of the
Transporter and the end of his
PENn...

He surveyved the Teesside
landscape, Chimneys. Cranes,

Clouds of smoke, Depressing,
delapidated Vietorion architec
ture and a town broken by harsh
economic strife along with a foot-
ball team about to plunge Into
the Third Division with financial
disaster racing up behind In the
fast lane,

As he stands at the edge of
obfivion with a force six off the

THE RIVERDANCE

Tees urging him of f balance and
stinging, rain biting his face, he
thinks: "What this town needs, ,,
5 @ SALSA BAMDH

| can eventually come to
terms with the fact that '‘Boro
have pulled off an unbalisvably
audacious coup in signing Jun:
inho but a Salsa band? In Mid-
diesbrough? Get real

A taste of glory...

tevenage Borough are holding thoir own very

capably in the Conference, and they aro only

12 miles away from me, so | braved a wet
Monday night recently to seo thom win most con-
vincingly (5-1) against Kottering Town.

Whilst scanning through the Kettering players
named in the progrommae, | noticed among them one
lan Arnold, and a few balls rang. The notes confirmed
that he was indeed the young ox-"Boro lad of the same
nama,

| managed 1o comact him and arranged a mesting
after kettering's next homs match, against Slough, in
which Amold was named as substitute.

lan Arnold made onby three League and
one gup appearance for Boro, all as subst
tute. Howewer, ha had worked his way up
through the juniors and reserves, but,
unable to command & first team piaca, he
movad to Carlisle who coame in for him fol
lowing 'Boro's promotion season of 1991
92, He scored 11 goals in 47 loague gamies
for Carlisle, and was instrumental in getting
tham Inte the Division Three play-offs n 93-
94, as he scored 4 goals in thelr last five
Eames,

Following promotion, Cariste brought in
the mone experienced Rod Thomas (ex-Wat-
ford) and ex-'Boro, Darlo, Bamsley, Forest,
Oldham, Barnsley (again), Rotherham {loan), and Hud
dersfelld {(loan) loyal club servant David Currie, and
Arnold was struggling to get his game,

After a loan period with Stalybridge Celtic where he
apparantly scored a very creditable 8 goals in only 10
Ramas, Kettenng Town approached Carlisle with a bid
of £10,000, which was acceptad in Dacembier 1994,

He struck up a good partnership with lan Alford at
Kettering, scorng 14 goals in his first 29 matches, in
cluding the first hat-trick by a Keltering player since
1991, During last season, he appeared for England
semipro, debuting against Wales. However, following

IAN
ARNOLD

ketterings” appointmeant of Gary Johnson (ex-Cam
bridge United) as manager &l the beginning of this
season, Amald his found that he s not part of his new
managers' igsaw.

When | spoke to Amotd after the Slough game, he
told me that he had just (as in five minotes ago) been
told by Johnson that he was on U transfer list, so he
wasn't in the best of spirts, | didn't probe; his thoughts
wire obviously alsawhens,

During his time at Ketterdng, Armold has bumped
Into some other ex-"Boro playars who are sl slopging
it ¢ut in the Conferance - notably Petar Dovenport, who
Is at Southpaort, and Trevor Senior (whase goal against
Chelsea in 1988 was instrumental in
‘Boros play-off sucess) who is now at
Farnborouwgh,

When and if he doas move on | should
think that he'll want to get a bit nearer
his native Corlisls - from whisre, incredibly,
he egmmutes 1o digs in Cambridge three
timies & wirek W fullill his commibment to
Hettering,

The moral of this story is that every ona
of us who follows “Boro or football in gen
eral at one time thowght we had what i1
takes to make it in the prafessional
game. Most of us knew by our midtesns
that we were not going to make the
frade, and it is a hard enough pill to swallow, even at
such a young age. Bul somae get just a taste of glory
(Armolds ‘Baro debut was in front of 18,000 at Ayre
aome, playing alongside Mogita, Bernle and Rippers in
the 30 win over Newcastle in March 1991) belore re-
allsation dawns, by which time the fealings of hurl and
rejecton must make It very hard 1o take.

tan Amolds' career as a professional foothaller is by
no means over; he |s only 23 years old, and 32 goals
In 6% games (Carlisle & Kettering combinad} is not the
record of a losar, But | certainly do not envy him the un
certainty and sheer gringd e now fbEees,

Keogh's korker Baro hiave been featured three times on News At Ten, most recently to mark Juninho's
Intreduction at Riversida. Name the two other occasions. Answer on page 19
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Close for...

Following the Alan Comfort inter-
view in the last issue of mss, |
note that he was partly rasponsi
hle for some congestion at Bris
bane Road on the opening day of
thie season, A bit of an interesting
one this, because the problem
was caused, nol as is usual, by
pEople trying ta get out after ten
minutes of this second hall, but by
penple trying to get 1IN - before the
kick-off, too. Honest.

Thi resson was that the Rey,
Alan was officlating &t the wedding
of two O's fans on the pitch just
befare the game, The average
gate at Orient (for whom | have a
soft spot, due to tamily connec-
tions} is about 5,000, However,
this unique occasion rocketed the
pate 1o a most respectiul 8,221,
and the Kiek-off hod to be delayed
for ten minutes o get everyong
inta the ground safely.

If | was Barry Hearn, I'd farm
all of Orents’ players out to Barry
Fry (| understand his first team
squad Is now as pitifully low as
A5}, offer Alan Comfart a retainer
of twenty prand a year, and use
Brisbane Road |ust for weddings.

HELLO GORDON...

The Leeds Unined team of 1974
75 were undoubtably a bunch of
hard men, Drooling desperadoes
spch as Joe Jordan, Norman
Hunter and Terry Yorath sneer
back at the club cameraman as
thiey chew their allocated portion
of broken glass, But who is that in
the middle of the back row? Step
{or skip) forward Boro reserve
team coach, Gordon MoQueen

These days MeQueen cuts a
protty fearsome figure himself,
["m Just hoping that one of the
Boro resove team gels o copy of
this magazine and puls a blow up
of the photograph on the notice
roard at the Hiverside. ..
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