Wyne tears

THERE HAS been outrage in the
Garatte recently, because It
seams that a couple of hundred
season ticket holders at Riverside
are Geordle fans. They cannot get
into 5t. James Poark; so they
bought Boro season tlichets so
that they can get to see some live
Premier football.

These facts came to light at
the recent Boro v Newcastla
match, when according to the
Gazette, ‘dozens, posslbly
hundreds' of people were in
season ticket holders seats, but
decked out in black and white.

I find this most strange. If the
situation was reversed, | wouldn't
contemplate buying a Geordie or
Mackem season ticket, because
I'd be there in the home season
ticket holders stand, shouting for a
ditferent team every week -
whoever they were up against In
fact. The people around me would
end up, In exasperation, muttering
to one another about how Care In
The Community is an abject failure.

As it happens, they would be
right, but don't get me onto
palitics...

Rather this...

o whats all this talk

about a bad run then?

I'm not sure that we
wore as good ns wo thought
we wore in the first part of
tha season. | think, on
refloection, that Boro wore
fortunate to be playing quite
well, but against teams that
had not yet clicked Into
place. If Boro fielded the
same teams that beat
Chelsea, Liverpool and
Blackburm at Riverside early
in the season against those
samo teams now, wo would
be fortunate to scrape a
draw.

Anyway, It's subjective, this
bad run business, | readily
acknowledge that two polnts
out of a possible 36 (up 1o &
including the Nottingham
Forest match) Is not
conducive to cheery banter at
the club with all the bloody
Spurs, Chelsea and West

Ham fans that gloat while |
Erimace, But | can put up with
all of this disapointment far
easier than for instance the
mamory of defeat at Gay
Meadow in 1985 that
consigned us to the Third
Division. In fect, I'd rather go
two points out of 36 every
season rather that relive even
one of the games from that
dreadful season, including the
[ that we won,

Mow that is what | call &
bad run - it lasted the entire
SEAR0MN.

It occurred to me recently
that had Hobson left at tha
beginning of the year when all
thi talk was tpping him for
The Worst Job In Football {bar
that of Gary Walsh's dancing
teacher) and the current poor
form continued under the new
manager, thera would be
crists talk and, by now, madia
and supparters alike would be

calling for the sacking of our
totally uselass new manager,

In the past, Boro
managers have been sacked
for producing mediocre teams
on a shoastring, whan all the
best players were sold to
keep the Ayresome dinosaur
going. This pollcy meant that
there was no hope of
promaotion to the old First
Diviston, but it didn't stop the
board from sacking managers
for under achieving.

MNow | don't want to be
contantious, but the situation
as | seo it is that we have a
supert sguad, incleding some
Vary Expensive Players, but,
just like the international side,
there are some great
individual players, but as a
team, It simply hasn't bean
working in too many games.
Hopefully Robbo can put
things right through the
aummar months.,

Sections of the press have blamed Juninho for the current poor form, being as it -

started almost the day he made his debut, 5 ' T T -
However | blame Robble Mustoa, In the match that Juninho made his debut, :PMI re"llllk =2
lagainst Leeds on dth Movember) Robbie started his enforced lay off through Injury, —

and thats when the rot set in. Mustoe came back into the team when we waon our L
first point in nine games, at Coventry, He also scored our goal against Forest, :
Welcome back, mate.

(Anyona else spol this headling from Campalgn magazing?)

Nowt better to do?

nybody who

was ot tho

Southampton
mateh in January
will romambar how
the away support-
ors enclosure is
closeo to the home
fans, who are at a
right angle to the
away enclosurse
making eye contact
difficult to avoid.

Howover, | wis

stapgered by thi
behaviour of some
Boro fans, who rosa
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to the balt of the
taunts’ from the home
fany and spent a

good part of tho

match hurling Insults
and making gestures,
and missing the vory
thing that they wore
there to watch,
Alright, | Know 1'mi
an old git, but | hed
driven B0 miles to
Southamplon, and |
wits going to cotoh
every second of the
matoh, bocouse B0
miles ench way is not
exaotly & plonjc,

The thing that got
me was thot these
lads had come down
fram Middieshraugh,
which s about 550
miles a5 a round trip,
and they spent mast
of the afternoon baing
boorish, and missing
thi ewant that they
had pald to watch,
Why do they bother?

Vince, my brother-
Iinclaw and | had a lit-
tle contretemps with
slmilar lads at the
Weat Ham gama, They
wara [n front of us

and kept forgetting to
sit down when goal

mouth action had sub-

sidad, It didn't bothor
me much, but Vince
cheerfully ond cajol-
Inghy said *haway
lods, sit down”, It's
not for me Lo criticisg
peaple of limited
vocabulary or being
whast | understand
doctors refer to as
‘oorebally challenged”,

But | di think the
apatty little olk could
have done betler than
“oh f==w%'of(",

Korked!

It was heartening to ssoe Stephen
Armstrong's letter in tho last MSS,
pointing out my doliberate and obvi-
ous omission of Robson's News at
Ton appearance. | was pleased
becausa it shows that | do have at
lonst ono reader, and "orrors’ like
E::Hun o good way of gotting fosd-

As a further example, | hops tht
Andy was deluged with mall polnting
out the glaring 'error’ in the last
Keogh's Korker, where | doliborately
omitted Stephen Pears from the 300
appaarancos club,

Anyway, there's no mistakes -
whoops - deliberale erross In this
Issue's question, which is: Which
player made his debut under Bob
Damnlson and played for overy Boro
managor up to and including Jack
Charlton?
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