was & bit miffed when last August, Joe

Lovejoy of the Sunday Times tipped

Boro for the second relegation spot = In
front of Bolton and behind West Ham.

|- should have realised he was only going for
soft optlons whan | saw he had tpped
Liverpool for the League, How prodictable,

Villa were tipped to miss relegation by ong
ploce and sctually finished fourth,

So it was interesting that at the beginning
of April, Lennle Lawrence was asked for his
ralegation tips by the Daily Mail, and Bs it
turned out scored two oul of three, missing a
full house by tipping Coventry to go down, with
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@ If Sir John Hall (qv) is king
of the , Giibgon, chalrman of
Middles gh football club,
must be Jord of the Tees. The son
of n welder from one of the
town's toughest areas, Gibson
| founded Bulkhaul, o chemical =
| | huuluge business, at the age of 22, e
Thoughtful and youthful- i
kmlrinléhc thrived in the 1980, flo
Toduy Bulkhoul is ensily worth T
£6lhm, with a £3.5m it and 1o
£29.3m sales in 1994, Gibson by
owns B0%. We nlio understand he i
has substuntinl assets in the Fur il
East not incorporated into Bulkhaul.
Gibson has supported
Middlesbrough since he was seven
and a8 chairman has buil the
impressive £2m Riverside

stadium, which altracts capacity
crowds paying homage 1o Juninho, .
the Brazilian star signed last ®
vear for nearly £5m. His preserice

 the side has doubled the |
club's turnover 1o about £15m. i
Joint 212th | ¢
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inishing power

QPR besting thiem on goal difference,

In the accompanying & ticle, ha pointed out
the problems faced by under capitallsed leams
in the top flight by referring back ta his lime
there with the Boro, Sald Lennle: *When | was
at Middiesbrough, | had £750,000 to spand in
my first ssason, and gates sveraged 16-
17,000, We had no chance, Now they have
spent £14m, and have b new stadiom and
havi only recently ensured their survival,”

How Lefcester are going to survive, given
thair final League position last seasan and
thelr Chairmans’ notarlous stingyness begeers
balief, Wi won't mention Sunderiand, although
| did hear the joke circulating on Tyneside,
which told of the Geordie fan saying to his
Mackem mate that he thought Sunderiand
ware good enough to last three seasons in the
top division, “Aye, autumn, winter and springl”

hopo that the Brazilian Emerson has a

more memorable career than his two

namesakos who have passed through
the Boro.

George Emmerson played 7 games from
1928-30 as an outside right, scorling three
goals, which obviously upsel someons
because he was then farmed out to Cardiff
City.

Marris Emmarson played In godl for the ten
games Boro played betwaen 17 November
1962 10 9 March 1963, We won 5 and only
Inst two of those games, (even though
Emmerson conceded 19 goals) but in trues
‘Unlucky AIl" style, these games were during
the coldest winter on record (Ohth,., Bugger,
Ed, Whiat & time to make your foalkeeping
debut]

Anyway, Bob Dennlson clearly hated poor
old Morrs because his nast slop was
Peterboraugh - who then as now (let's face it)
ware part-timers.

soe that Celtic have beon left licking

thair wounds over John Collins. You will

remember thalt Robbo offered about £2m
for him, and whon | interviowad Tony Mawbray
for this magazine, he said that Colling would
slgn lor Boro "soon”. Colling was having trou
ble getting away becauss Celtic wanted to sign
his replacement first.

Well now Collins is out of contract, and as
per the Boaman ruling is a free agent. By the
tima you read this he will hove signed a deal
with Monaco, said to be worth £2.5m over
three years,

A tad more than he would have earmed 6t
the Boro, ah?

made o return journey to my local clair-

voyant Madam Zaza the other weok to

demand a refund from my last visit in
July last year. She sald 'l knew you woro
golng to say thot' but | told her not to be
claver.

graliy ROaEn

It was on her advice | can reveal, that | put
a tenncr on Boro for the champlonship last
season, | fuess that this is another example of
how we should not listen to what people are
Saving, but to take noté of what they are not
Saying,

| dhied not hine & leg to stand on really,
because hoer prediction that | will be delighted
o see the Promier League trophy lifted
triuvmphantly at the Riverside on the last day of
the season was actually spot on. Of coursa, |
was i delighted that Boro lost the game that
day, but it was graat that the trophy did not go
30 miles north.

t's gotting a bit spooky when you road
the names of the M55 ruling Junta...
whoops...or, | moan committes.

Having a Vickers and now an Emerson
Maying in our red and white confirms for mo
that:

(o) Robbo reads this magazine and (b) makes
his dieeolsions on who to buy next by glancing
through the MS5 committee mambers names
on page two,

Therefore, | can now axclusively reveal thit
Robbo s about to bid on the following hot up
and comers;

Chris Lightfoot - Chestar Midfielder, Garath
Whialley - Crewe Miditelder, Peter Beadie (a
spelling mistaka, obwviously) - Watford Forward,
Alan Johnston = Hearls forward and Shaun
Smith - Crewe defender,

Nominatiens for nest soason's commities
will be considered only from those whose
name Is Fowler, Cantona, and Neville.

Persons named Cole, Gascoigne and
Hernaghan need not apply..

limey. There | was, browsing in the

bath through the Sunday Times 500

richest peoople in Britain, and who
should be In there at joint 212th but our
vory own Stove Gibson!

How much 18 hi worth? Oh, only 7O millien
squiddlies. in the football world he is 14th,
behind Jack Walker (but anly by E430m), Dovid
Sullivan (by £170m) and Alan Sugar (by
£82m).

However, he's in a better position than the
likes af Owen Oysten {but then who |sp't?) by
E30m and surprisingly, Martin Edwards, by
£35m.

And there was | worrying whether he could
really afford to Gl in the Rlverside cormers,,.

Keogh's Korker

Which old Boro favourite played right the
way through managers Bob Dennison,
Raich Carter, Stan Anderson and Jack
Chartton? Answer on page 23. (It will be

this time Shaun, honest! Ed)



