On 15th May, BOBBY MURDOCH died
at the mere age of 56. SHAUN KEOGH
looks back on the life of a Boro legend

“His head was for

thinking, and his

hen a new manager takes
over a loathall club, a “re-
building' programme is in
varably announced along
with buzrz phrases like "It')
take me ot least thres years 10 twrn this
clutr around’, the letter pormally issued
as an insurance policy for tha new man
ager 1o fall back on if results do not go
wizll in the first year or 50 of his tenure

However, when Jack Charlton took
over at Boro in 1973, he took a long
hard loeok ot the squad thatl had lmped
up the table (o finish two places behind
the promotion places in the previous
season, and made two key declsions,
the Tirst of which was meade for him.

On the announcement that Jack was
taking over, Nobby Stiles, his World Cup
winning teammate uppod sticks to Pre-
aston. Having been captained by ane
Charlton brother for many years while
playing for Manchester United and Eng
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land, ke wasn't prepared 1o be managed
by tha othier one

Firstly, to replace Stiles, Charitan
converted 20 year old Graeme Souness
It a right sided midfielder from the left
sided more attack minded rake tha he
had played under departing Bora man
oger Stan Andorson

Secondly, and perhaps more cru-
cially, the right sided midfield role
needed filling, bacausa, their personal
ity clash aside, Erle MoMordie simply did
nat fit into the wpe of game that Jack
wanted Boro o play,

This created a dilemma for Jack, be
cause |t locked like he might have to
spend some money; a particulary har-
rowing thought for miser Jack, even if it
Was someons else’s cash

His conscience was rescued by his
pal Jock Steln, who, having heard Jack's
tale al a sportsman’s dinner, of ferad
him the legendary Bobby Murdech, For

“Murdoch’s vision and
passing made the
difference between the

Y under-achievers of the
previous season to the
runaway champions

. that Boro became”

anybody under the age of 40, this is
similar to the Boro being offered
Paiul Scholes. Bul It gels better,
"How much?” asked lack. To
his amazement, Stein was happy
for Bobby to go on a free trans-
& fer, & 29 year old, precision
passer, midfield genlus oh, and
European Cup winner on a free
transfer. Now il all you under-

feet for dancing...”

40s can imagine what effect that would
have on tha Boro IT Scholes was offerad
on a frea, you can imaging the gxcite
mant that Murdoch's arrival created an
Tessside during that Autumn

Murdoch's vision and passing in
mid-fiald made the difference between
the undar-achievers of the previous
senson 1o the runaway champlons that
Boro becama that yoar,

To ence agaln put this in context for
all you ankle biters, this was Bora's first
return o the 1op Division since 1954, A
whiale generation of Boro fans had naver
seen thelr team play anything but
Second and (briefly) Third Division foot
ball. Teesside went mental,

Babby played in all but three of
Boro's League games in thelr inaugural
season back in the top Division, when
they finished In a respectful seventh po
sition, By the end of the lollawing
saason, Bobby's ankle injury, which ho
had carried since a colllsion al Parkbaad
im 1963, put an end to his playing career,

Hovever, Boro were not going to el
fo of such a valuable asset, Murdoch
wirs kepl on board al Ayresome as youth
learm tramer, bringing through the ranks
the likes of the also recently deceased
Stephen Bell, and Tony Mowhray

However, by the end of 1980-81
season, the Boroe were unresognisable
from the promaotion squad of 1974, As
will as losing key plavers like Murdoch
and Souness in the Intervening years,
by tho end of 8081 further lynchpins in
the form of David Armstrong, Craig
lahnatan, Mark Proctor and David Hodg
son had grown disillusioned at under
achieving Boro, and moved on (o betier
things elsewhere. Little was known at
the time just how dire Boro's linancial
sltuation was, although the money re
ceived from the sale of these players
merely postponad the financial calamity
lo come,

If that wasn't bad enough, manager
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