roadable though heavily critical arti-
cle on the Boro in the February issus
of Goal was somowhat spoilt by the
note at the end telling us that the author of
tha piece was a Noewcastio fan.

However, ho did raise some salient polnts,
“When and why was it declded that Bryan
Robson was a good manager, and why is (U that
our lowly position Is seen as an aberation
rather than the natural resull of putting Robson
in charga?”

Even given the writer's bias, these are fair
guestions in my view, Words cannot express
how desperate we all are for Bryan (o be suc-
cessiul al Boro, But until sustained success s
achleved (and I'm not talking about mershy
retaining our Pramiership place year in year out
g la Southampton and Coventry) e knows as
well as we do that he and Boro are very much
‘on trial’ 0 the o flight.

A wiorld class plaver such as Robson does not
necessarily automatically become a succassful
manager - ook at the casualty list - Bobby
Charfton, Peter Shilton, Bobby Moore and Alan
Ball {say what you like, he was a fine player)
sprng immediately to mind,

In recent years | have found it Increasngly
puzling why English foothall clubs are buying up
continental ployers, and then sending them
ofle the Wraning ground with an English coach
who has litte or no direct experence of how
these guys want 1o play, If we want to be suc
ceasful in Europe, it seams o me that wa have
only got hall of the equation rght in buying the
right players, but ghing them the wrong coach-
25 it's a bit like buving a flieet of Rolls Royee's
wihen you've oniy got a motor bike licence, This
5 the main reason that | was licking my lips at
ther thought of Ruud Gullit taking over and
developing our squad had Robson
quit Boro for England last year (se6
mss 111).

The vision shown by Chelsea and
Arsanal n this respect IS o be
applauded, Arsens Wenger has done
o what 5 sl essentially Georgle

Graham's  squad, the
1990's equivalent of what
Jack Charfton did to Stan
Anderson's  lads. Both
Arsenal and Chelsea now
play open, intelligant foot-
ball and we can eagery
anticipation seaing them n
Evrope next year, because
bath will surely qualify.

Steve Gibson on Match OF The Day said basi
cally: "The Boro squad is better than the league
position would sugigest, so changes have been
male; the players ane in no doubt as to what is
oxpected of them.' These ‘changes’ wene firat
implemented  (succossfully) In the Sheffield
Wednesday match, which s the last league
match pleyed by Boro as this is baing written,

However, if this isn't a twming paint in fonm,
then clearly relegation is going o be confirmed
well bafore the end of the season,

If this is the case (and don't get me whong,

I'm not being a doom
merchant, it's common
sense and logic at play
hiere) then as the players
shakeup would have
provien unsuccessful,
then surely the faull is
higher up the chain, which
brings me back to Bryan
Robson,

The problem would then be double edged,
because if Robson goes, so will most of our for-
elgners and any realistie chance of a qulck
returm to the Premiership. However, If he stoys
and wat only lose o fow plavers, what would the
peoink bix? Do Boro want to retain the services of
o manager who, given the resources and play
s avallable, could go down In the record books
a5 siatistically the most unsuccessiul Bono
menager?

C'mon Bryan, where's Captain Marvel?
The Boro needs him like never before.

PROGRAMME CELLAR

ECIDING to spand "half an hous' leoking
Dlhrmgh old football programmes o o
clorify an argument of check a sad anoral
atatistic is a it like teliing your other half that
you'll be back from the pub in an howr. The time
just disappears.
| recently stumbled across a couple of old
programmas that illustrate just how much the
Eame hes changsd,
These days, when Boro are going through
therir seasonal bad run, {September -lanuary)
Robbo's programme notes
s ENCOurage the fans and players
with buzz phiases such as
‘everyons miust pull together',
‘one parme 6o Ume' and ‘we
mitest roll up our sleeves’, But
this was not akways the ofder
of the day at Boro,
In 1965, after Boro had been

You're crac_king up...

HE tenslon of a Cup game against lower league opposition is simply not for me; | can't

even listen to the radio while the mateh Is still in progress. | Just want the score In one

hit, win lose or draw at 4.50pm. This way | might put a few more miles on my heart,
Therafore, | went to see Stevenage ‘Burra’, who were at homao to Kidderminster on the day

of the Hednesford game.,

I thought it would keep my mind off the Boro game and mnhnlumth.ttthu events at
Riverside were out of my ears untll after the final whisthe,

5o, The Stevenage gamo |s about 20 minutes old, and the 6,500 capacity crowd are rathor
subdued, ns Kidderminstor have just gone 1-0 up. Above the disgruntied quiet around me, the
shrill sound of my moblle phone rnging pleks me out In the stand like a rabbit In a car's
headlights. It's a fow of my mates, bringing me the Joyous news that Boro-are 0-1 down. | had
the last laugh. They could have saved 45p by telling me persanally, as it tumed out they were
phening from my mates moblle on the terrmco on the other slde of the pitch, whero one of them

had a radio glued to his earl
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humbled 1-3 o Ayresoma by
Phymouth, the programme
fiotes for the followlng game
{Bn important FA Cup Bth
round te against Lelcaster),
urged the ployers and fans 1o
glary by commenting on the
Plymouth game thus: *It is a
ity that the talent on the Neld
did not match the tatent In
the Directors' Bow,” Stunning,

&h'? Naturally, after such o e i ey
vorle of confidence, Boro were stuffed 0-3, it
would be another 5 games bafore Boro won
again, breaking a sequence of playved 14, won 1,
drizam 3. (Sounds familiar?)

Ancther quote from a 1968 Football Lesge
Review (if you're under 35 you won't know what that
was) had Alan Hardaker showing why he s still,
thvan a5 now,. Secretary of the FA, with his incisive
forasight: "Undarsoll heating (s not the answer 1o
frozervup pitches®, Of course it isn't, Alan, What's
needed is 100 local godgie volunteers, some
cocktall ioa picks and o How tarch,

Even the Boro programmie notes for the
match against Charlton Pathetic in March 1972
show how far football has come in 25 years: *It
{2 the paying public who keep the gamoe golng
it thee millions who watch the oocasional matoh
on TV, That is nowhare noar as 1rus now e i
wils thisn, MNaxt season each Premier League
club gets £9m TV money: Nationwide Divislon
Dne elubs will recaive £700,000, Mo wonder
wa're oll so patrified of relegation.

Keogh's Korker

Against which club did John Hickton
score his last league goal for Boro?
Answer on page 31
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