" the mss interview

any one player can truly be
said to be the victim of the
Ayresome Park ‘boo boys'
it is Alan Moody.

Moody was born in Middlesbrough and went to
Park End School, then Langbaurgh. He captained
Middlesbrough Schools and played at |brox for
England Schoolboys before being signed to Boro,
firstly on Schoolboy forms then as an apprentice in
August 1966, Along with the rest of the
Middiesbrough Schools squad, he was a ball boy at
the 1966 World Cup games at Ayresome Park and
the Third/fourth place play off match at Wembley
between Russia and Portugal, (A good one for you
Boro quiz setters to fit in at some time}, He signed
professional for Middlesbrough in January 1968.

However, Moody, described by Harold
Shepherdson as “A fully committed model
professional for whom | have tremendous regard”
fell foul of some elements of the Ayresome crowd,

possibly because of his laid back, precision football,
as opposed to the ‘die for the Boro' aggression so
often demanded of local lads, This is perhaps
exemplified by the fact that In 551 professional
games, he was naver sent off,

Houndead out of his beloved Ayresome by the very
people he wanted to please the most, Moody found
his feet at Southend United, when he became thelr
then record signing (a bank-busting £15,000) on
10th October, 1972, During eleven years loyal
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sarvice 1o Southend, he was virtually an ever
present, and won the supporters Player of the Year
award in 1975. He also captained the team to a
Fourth Division Runners-up medal in 1978, followed
by the Fourth Division Champlionship in 1981. In
four years as Southend's penalty taker, he scored a
very creditable 24 out of 28 attempts. In 1983 he
became the first player to be awarded a testimanial
year by Southend, during which a guite impressive
6,000 people (double Southend's normal League
gate) packed Roots Hall to see his team take on
West Ham United.

Alan Moody made 504 appearances for Southend
{a club record), and is still regarded as something of
an icon there, 15 years after retiring from the game.
Granted, he was no Mogga or Willie Maddren, but
he enjoyved a long and successful career at
Southend, the club that saved his career from
ruination at Middiesbrough, the only club he ever
wanted to play for.

Despite his shabby treatment by the Ayresome
Park crowd, his record shows that he finished on
the winning side in exactly half of the 44 league
appearances that he made for Boro. It is surely
praiseworthy to achieve such an honourable record -
especially given the pressure the crowd put him
under. Speaking In 1983 about his departure from
Boro he said: "1 just couldn't take the abuse any
more, It had eroded my confidence and was
threatening to ruin my game.”

Isn't it time for Boro fans 1o reconstruct a
reputation?

Judge for yourseall...
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Being a Boro lad, | presume you grew up
watching them from being a small boy?

My dad was a big Boro fan, 8o he'd been
taking me along ever since | can remember,
The firgt match | have any memaory of at all was

day were world class players that didn’t make the grade as

mamagens, although Raich, in fairness did have some suc
coss at Leeds, before he took over at Boro.,

Raich was al Boro while | was serving my apprenticeship,

| was only a youngster and romember being in awe af

agalns! Leeds at Ayresome, and | remember we T this Big man with silver hair, | read your interview with
ware crammed inta the middie of a load of Leads Stan Anderson, and he said it all; Raich expected plavers
fans. You wouldn't want to do that nowadays! \ F s 1o b as good as he was, which is neither realistic or fair.
Did Boro Bs o or did ask fora | e Then, in my last year at Southend, Bobby Moore came in as
[~ |
trial? farsSPeans ¢/  manager. He was exactly the sama = he expecied us to be
When | was with England Schoolboys, Ralch Carter -2- able to do what he could do, He was such a classy plaver
! % - / ¥ play
signed me on a schoolboy form - | was about 12 or 13 : f though, and even then vou could see it when he trained with us
% - y
- and thern when | left school, Shep (Harold Shepherd : - he couldn't run by then, but he had & lovely touch
50n) signed me AS an apprentice, . F You signed pro half way through the season following

Who were your role models in your apprentice nnd
the following formative yoars?

Dickile Rooks was my idol - he'd do o stide tackle

from ten vards and take players outl like skit
tles!

What are your memories of Ralch
Cortor?

It's a bit ironlc that | started and fin-

lghed my playing career under b o
wo managers who, in thelr ¥

promotion from Divislon Three - did you got swopt
y along on the same wave as all the rest of us - believ
| ing that Boro wore destined to achiove great things
under Stan?
Boro did so well under Stan, and belng a Boro lad, |
wantad 1o be part of any fulure succoss. Al the biesgin
ning of each season all the plavers were thinking 'This
Is going 10 be our year', Stan was a brilliant manager,
but he didn't get the luck that we all need some-
timies.

) Shaun Keogh




P Didn't you pick up a bad injury in a resarve game at Boro?
Yeah, we were playing a reserve maitch at Hutton Road against Leeds,
and | went up for a fiftyfifty ball, | was knocked out cold In & clash of
heads and woke up in hospital with a fractured skulll
You made your debut on your 18th Birthday | 18th January 1869) and
piayed in nine consecutive matches, of which Bore won five and lost
once.  must have been a disappointment to then be dropped, pro-
sumably bocauss Alex Smith was back to fitnesa?
Stan hiad o policy where he would put you in for a few games while you
ware on a high, and then ha'd drop you for a few while you got your mo-
mentum back. If | remember rightly, Aex Smith wasn't playing 1o well,
but | was doing good in the reserves, so Stan gave me my chance. | re
member after my debut game agalnat Millwall, Harry Cripps (AMiltwall dhe-
fender) came up to me and said "Well done son - have a good career”
which | thought was a nice touch, especially from someone like Harry,
who had a fierce reputation!
Does anybody stick out in your memory as being a bit of a character
in your time ot Boro?
There were guite a faw Inteéresting personalities, Il always remember Joa
Laidiaw! He came into the dressing roam ane day, and whon he stripped
off, he was covered in love bites. You can imagine the stick he got!
Stan (Anderson) tells me that you woro always a good player, but
that the fans really got on your back nnd your youth and inexperdence
lot it got to you and affect your game. Is that falr comment?
s (L is. Eventually, the abuse | got from the crowd at Middliesbrough got
1o me, and | don't mind admitting it. My dad had been going to Boro
home and away for years arnd years, 50 you can imagine how chuf fed
both he and | were when | got to the first team. But he stopped going be
cause he'd get upset at hearng the stick | was getting from the people
all araund him,

“Nobby stiles was
so late in his tackles,
because he was as blind

as a bat. His glasses

were like the bottom of
milk bottles!”

The abuse got 1o nwe in lots of ways - | remember we ware drawn in
ong of the cups against a lower league leam (possibly Ndham, League
Cup second round, Sth September, 19701 who, on paper we were always
going to beat; | was down to be playing. Anyway, we used 1o go 1o Scar-
borough for a few days in the run up to these bigder gamaes and on the
wiry Back, | was 50 nervous, that | made mysell ill, and couldn't play,
That's how the abuse alfectod me. IU's no wonder that all of my best
games for Boro wera away from homel! { This is mayvbe borne out by the
fact that Alan was substituted five times while at Boro, and four of these
peocasions wiie al Ayresome, whore the crowd got to him the most). |
wirs a very shy lad, and didnt assert mysell that well, and that was
made worse by the stick that | was getting,

| was very upset at leaving Middiesbrough, because they were the
anly club | wanted o play for; IU's my hame team, Bul although | didin’t
wiant to leave, | never went back once | did, The last time | saw Ayresome
Park was the day | left In 1972, | always wanted 1o go back with another
team, but it never happened.

The signing of an old pair of legs in the form of Nobby must have
boen a blow, as you both wanted the number four shirt?

I'd nevar thought of that befora, but you're fght, we both wanted that
shirl. | don't remember being bothered either way because | knew that
Stan had a lot of confidence in me

You could always understand why Mobby was so late in his tackles,
because he was as blind as a bat, his glasses were like the bottom of
milk bottles! But he was a good laugh to have around, He was an expe
rienced pair of legs, but | don't think that it worked out as Stan envis
aged.

What events stick out as highlights at Boro?

Without & doubt, it was the third round FA Cup games in 1970 against
Manchester United. | was in the squad for the first game at Old Trafl ford,
and we travelled down and staved for a few days, if | remembar rightly in
the Piccadiily Hotel in Manchasier, | wasn't expecting ta play, but just
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“Stan pulled me aside and said ‘1 want you t
play tomorrow and man mark George Best’

before the team talk the day bafore the game, Stan pulled me aside and
sald "l want you to play lomormow and man mark George Best”, Of
coursse, that was b, | wias gone, | don't remember anything else he said;
| honestly did not skeep a wink that night. Anyway, | had a great gama,
Bestie didn’t get a look in; | don't think ke even had a shot, and it ended
00,

I hit the post with one shot, and then labe on in the game, the ball
came over on my left hand shde, Now, | can stand up on my left foot, but
can't kick with it! | thought, 'I've got to hit this somehow”. 'l Blways re
member, | had a swing al it and completaly missed the ball in front of
nearly 50,000 peoplel

In the replay, Stan told me to just do the same job on Bestie, and we
slaughtered them; we did play vary well, Derok
(Downingh and Hughie (Mclimoyle) scared two 1er
rific goals, Those two were probably my best games
for Boro. (Boro won the replay 2-1).

In ther fourth round, we got stuffed at Everton,
After the first hall hour we were chasing ghosts, |
remember Alan Ball actually sat on the ball al one
point In the middle of the pitch, just taking the
mick, One or two of our [ads had 8 kick at him
after that, but we didn't play at all well that day,
they were by far the better team,

I also enjoyed the Anglo Italian games in
1970, We were In Rome for a week, which was
great, | came on as sub against Roma and hit the post, We
thought we were going 1o win the tournameant, so whan we wirs kivseked
out = without even [0sing o game - we wire gutted on two fronts: one thiat
we hadn't won the toumament, and two that it meant wa had to come
hamie early!

And your biggest disappointment?
My biggest disappolntment @t Middlesbrough was leaving, and a close
second was that feft fool shot at Man United! | don't hald any resaentmeant
for what happenad 1o me at Boro though; it was a long while ago anyway,
But | do wish that the crowd would have given me a chance; It was always
my dream from a young lad to play for the Boro, but any player will tedl
you It's impossible to play your game when tha orowd ane on your back
After six yoars of Boro, you went down the leagues to Southend -
how did that come about?
Stan callod me 0 and said " don't want you 1o go, bul Southend hoe
made an offer = iU's up o you™, Initially when |
weant down for the Interview | said na. But |
thought about it for a few days, and on reflection,
it seemed to be the best thing to do, for my Dad
as much as anything, because as | said, he had
stopped going o see the Boro which made us
Both very sad, | felt o would be better all round
if | want awoy and proved myself elsewhero,
You had 11 years at Southend - did overy-
thing slot in for you there straight away?
| came down as a single lnd, and i ook me
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At Southend, I was a big fish in a

site to how | was
at Boro. | got on with the crowd and

small pool, the

they got on with me,
which was a great
help”. do

r

about nine months 1o settle down, Leaving Middlesbrough was a real
wrench, My giflfriend lived In Stokesloy, but then we got married and set
tled in the south,

Southend were always a decent Third Division side, but they had
money and didn't want 1o spend It We got promoted from the Fourth, and
then straight away they sold three of our best players, They didn't want
Lo pay out all of the money on wages and such that goes hand in hand
with success. Al Southend, | was a big fish in a small pool, which was
the opposite to how | was at Boro. I gave me a fealing of security, and
made me feel comfortable, The other thing was that | got on with the
crowd and they got on with me, which was a greal help.

How did Alan Fogggon get on in his short stay
at Southend?

When Alan came to Southend, he rattled the
bar with @ 30 yarder on his debut, ut he was
always strugghing 1o get into the side beacausea of

his weight problems. It's a shame; he's good _'_I'Ef.a
company and we had some greatl nights out 1o L TE_E'_T—
pether.

What were the highlights of your carcer at
Southond?

Winning the Fourth Division Championship in
1981 and taking Liverpool 1o 8 cup replay at An
fietled in 1979, we drew 00 &t Southend, and got
beat 3-0 al Anfield. After the game, we gol a
tremendous ovation from the Liverpool fans, and
that mamory will stay with me loréver.

Southend is a bit remote - going to and coming
home from away games must have been tor-
tura?

The travelling was awful; it took us two hours just
to get to the A1l We played st Torguay one night,
and because it was snowing, we were still trying to
gat home at four o'clock the nexl moming; absolufe
e,

Initlally ¢ Southend, wo trivelled the nlght before a game, But in the
later yaars whien money wos Ught, wia travellad on the moming of the
game, We had to got to the ground for something like six in the moming,
travel 1o the game all cramped up on a coach, and then go stralght Into
the game. It was & bit of a culture shock compared o Bora, where we
used Lo gel a plane to places like Portsmouth,

You were 33 when you retired - was there any singlo thing that made
up your mind or forced you to pack in?
Mo, not really, By then, 1'd lost Interest in the game; | probably spent too
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long at Southend, looking back, Within a month of initially retiring, |
played for a friend who had a club in Sweden, which rekindled my inter-
ast, s0 | came back and played for Southend until the end of the season
when | packed up for good. At the tme that | retired, there was only oight
grounds out of the 92 in the league at that time that I'd nover played at,
50 | was pleasad with that (oo,
Did you make plans for a career aftor foothall?
Mo, | didn't want 1o go into coaching or managemeant, so | pratty much
did nothing for a year and wont off the ralls for a little bit while | sorted
mysall out,
it you had your careor again, what if anything would
you do differently?
(Long pause) I | had one falling, it was my laok of ambi-
tion. I'd loved to have been ambitious, If 1 had, I'm not
being big headed or anything, but | would have played at
a much higher level, But it just wasn't in me, However, |
made a good living for 20-00d years doing something |
loved, so 've got no complaints,
What do you think of the attitude of the southern
press towards Middlesbrough?
| read semething in the press - | think it was the Daily
fedegraph = about Emerson moving to Boro, It showed
a picture of the beach at Rio and next to it a pioture of
the 1CI works with the caption "Would vou rather live
here — or here?” | went bloody mad. You've only gol ta
turm the camera round a little bit, and instead of I1CI
you've got the Eston Hills and instead of the beach
you'vin got homeless children living off rubbish tips,
They haven't got a clue have thay?
Do you actively support or go to watch any team
thesa days?
No, but I'm still @ Boro lad - | always look for the
result, but my work doosn’l allow me tme ofl much
it weekends 0 go to away games hare in the south, (Alan works af a goif
club) . My family stll live there, and my daughter is an accountant at 101,
50 | am in touch, as it wara, | used to know Steve Gibson very well, He
was bom two doors from our house in Park End, and when he was a lad
and | was playing for the Boro, he used to come In and ask ma for tha
mateh programmes!
COPYRIGHT SHAUN KEOGH 1998
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