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This book was actually published in 2004, but only
came to my attention by chance recently. I figured
that there must be quite a few Boro fans out there
who are unaware of this enjoyable book about a
player who made a huge impact in his short time at
Ayresome Park.

Hugh McIlmoyle was brought to Ayresome by
manager Stan Anderson seven weeks into season 1969-70 when the team were
struggling in mid-table after not being out of the top six all through the previous
season.

Anderson recognised that Boro were too reliant on goal machine John Hickton and
that McIlmoyle, who had been instrumental in Carlisle’s 3-0 drubbing of Boro the
previous season, could be a tremendous asset, especially with his magnificent
power and skill in the air.

McIlmoyle made an inauspicious debut for the Boro in a Second Division match at
Blackpool in September 1969, taking his customary number nine shirt from the
grasping hands of the previous user, Stan Webb.

Unfortunately, Hugh and his family did not settle on Teesside, and at the end of the
following season he was on his way to Preston, his seventh club.

However, heroes can be made in a moment. Even though McIlmoyle was always
popular with the Ayresome crowd, his iconic status was achieved in a 6-2 win
against Queens Park Rangers in September 1970, forever after referred to as “The
McIlmoyle Match,” such was his domination of Boro’s fight back from 0-2 down
within 15 minutes.

He also scored a superb headed goal  against  the then mighty West Ham in an FA
Cup 3rd round game in January 1969. West Ham trotted out all the skills that day,
and fielded 1966 World Cup Winners Bobby Moore, Geoff Hurst and Martin
Peters. A 2-1 win on a frozen Ayresome pitch saw Second Division Boro on their
way to the 6th round of the FA Cup for the first time since 1947.



This book covers McIlmoyle’s life from his youth in Port Glasgow through his
playing  career  which  included three  spells  at  Carlisle  as  well  as  taking  in  Leicester
City, Rotherham, Wolves, Bristol City, Boro, Preston and Morton. The fact that the
author is a Carlisle fan is reflected in the text (not to mention the title) but this is not
to the detriment of sections concerning Hugh’s other clubs; indeed McIlmoyle’s time
at Boro is covered in some detail.

The author has kept personal narrative to a
minimum, favouring the question and
answer style favoured by many fanzine
writers.  This  makes  it  the  type  of  book
where you could open it at virtually any
page  and  pick  up  the  story  within  a  few
sentences.

When talking about his time at the Boro,
Hugh’s recollections of events are not
always accurate. Now, it would be unfair to
criticise McIlmoyle for having the odd
memory lapse  -  he  is  66  years  old  now and
played nearly 500 games as a pro, for
goodness sake - but there are some sections
where the author could have checked the
accuracy of Hugh’s recollections.

For example, he gets details mixed up
regarding the epic FA Cup encounters with
Manchester United in 1970 and 1971, and
refers to the FA Cup match against West
Ham referred to above as a League game.

This is something the author could have
ironed out by cross referencing, but with a
book covering such a long period of time
and so many clubs, this would have taken a
huge amount of time. Even though this
inattention to detail is, on the one hand
understandable, having spotted several
errors in the Boro text that jumped off the
page, it made this writer wonder how many
there are in the text concerning Hughie’s
other clubs.



and match day programme cut-
tings from throughout his ca-
reer, including his appearance
for Leicester City at the age of
21 in the 1961 FA Cup final.

The book is very extensively
illustrated with many fine ac-
tion pictures (including a well
known one of Hugh looking
smart  in  Boro’s  finest  ever
away strip – the black and blue
stripes) as well as press and
match day programme cuttings
from throughout his career, in-
cluding his appearance for
Leicester City at the age of 21
in the 1961 FA Cup final. The
book  is  worth  most  of  the
cover price for the pictures and
cuttings alone

Notwithstanding some poor spelling
– such as “Teeside”, “Dennis” Law
and Tommy “Dockerty” this is an en-
joyable read from beginning to end; a
stroll down memory lane for those of
us  who  remember  McIlmoyle  in  a
Boro shirt, and an educational history
of an Ayresome Park icon for those
who remember McIlmoyle in a Boro
shirt., and an educational history of
an Ayresome Park icon for those who
are too young to have seen him in ac-
tion.
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